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Name: _________________________________________ 
Directions: Read the reading and locate the details that help you respond the following questions and 
tasks. (So if a sentence answers question 1, put a 1 in the margin.) 

1. Underline or highlight when dates appear in the reading.  Be sure to highlight the action(s) 
that happened on that date. 

2. What wasn’t the United States trading with Japan in the early 1850s? 
3. Why was Perry bringing warships on a mission that was diplomatic and not military? 
4. What did the miniature steam train, the printing press and the telegraph demonstrate to 

the Japanese? 
5. What was the impact of the Treaty of Kanagawa for the United States? 
6. What was the impact of the Treaty of Kanagawa for Japan? 
 

JAPAN 
Since the turn of the 19th century, the United States had experienced a surge in 

trade and diplomatic contacts with China, Vietnam, and a host of lesser Asian countries—
except Japan. That nation existed in a state of self-imposed isolation dating back to 1640 
when the Tokugawa shogunate, recognizing the danger foreign influence represented to its 
rule, sealed the country off from the outside world. Travel beyond Japanese borders was 
expressly forbidden, as were visits by foreigners. This meant certain death to shipwrecked 
sailors in the northern Pacific, for those who drifted ashore were invariably executed. 
Perry, given his vast experience in diplomacy, recognized that the Tokugawa regime, as a 
military government, would respect force. Therefore, he declined to accept a Japanese 
mission unless President Millard Fillmore promised him a squadron of impressive strength. 
Accordingly, Perry was assigned the two steam frigates Mississippi and Susquehanna and 
two sloops of war, which he assembled in squadron strength at Naha, Okinawa, in May 
1853. The Japanese would christen them the "Black ships" on account of their drab color. 
Perry then sailed for Edo (Tokyo) Bay "to demand as a right, and not to solicit as a favor, 
those acts of courtesy which are due from one civilized country to another."  

Perry's squadron made its unannounced appearance in Japan on July 8, 1853. Perry, 
a man of great military bearing and dignity, politely but firmly refused to deal with local 
officials and demanded to negotiate with government representatives. The skittish 
bureaucrats were initially perplexed over what course of action to take and at length two 
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Imperial dignitaries, Princes Idzu and Iwami, arrived. They received Perry ashore amidst 
much pomp and ceremony, whereupon he delivered a letter from President Fillmore desiring 
trade and diplomatic relations. When the missive was politely accepted, Perry then 
announced he was leaving and would return in several months.  

During the ensuing interval, the Japanese government had sufficient time to mull 
over the implications of resisting American cannons and rifles with samurai swords. True to 
his word, Perry returned in February 1854 at the head of an even bigger squadron, and the 
shogunate signaled its willingness to negotiate. The commodore, polite and diplomatic as 
ever, took the precaution of showering his hosts with such marvels as a miniature steam 
train, a telegraph, and a printing press. These gifts underscored the West's technological 
superiority and the benefits to be derived by trade. After much negotiation, the Treaty of 
Kanagawa was signed at Yokohama. The treaty provided for humane treatment of 
castaways, establishment of an American consul, and the opening of two ports to American 
goods. Perry soon after returned to the United States, but the forces he set in motion 
spelled the doom of the Tokugawa shogunate. Unable to control the influx of foreigners into 
the country, they appeared weak and were overthrown in 1868 by forces loyal to the 
emperor during the Meiji restoration. After two and a half centuries of isolation, Japan was 
ready to assume its role as a world player. Perry's dramatic visit was the catalyst for 
equally dramatic change. 
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Directions: Read the reading and locate the details that help you respond the following questions and 
tasks. (So if a sentence answers question 1, put a 1 in the margin.) 

1. Underline or highlight when dates appear in the reading.  Be sure to highlight the action 
associated with that date. 

2. What is a sphere of influence? 
3. What nations had spheres of influence? 
4. What was the Open Door policy? 
5. Who were the Boxers? 
6. How was the United States involved in the Boxer Rebellion? 
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CHINA 
By the turn of the century, the American economy was one of the largest in the 

world, and American companies were looking for more markets in which to sell their goods.  
American businesses had high hopes for trade with China, but business interests feared 
being squeezed out of China by the spheres of influence established by other nations. While 
these spheres of influence (see map) were in Chinese territory, the areas were controlled by 
foreign nations. By the late 1890s Japan, Russia, Germany, France and England had already 
carved out spheres of influence in China, which had been weakened by war with Japan in 

1894-1895.  
Secretary of State 
Hay made the 
position of the 
United States in 
China clear with the 
announcement of 
U.S. support for the 
Open Door policy. 
Hay stated that it 
was the goal of the 

United States in China to ensure equality among imperial nations of commercial exploitation 
opportunity. The pronouncement did not actually prevent the partition of China—the United 
States was not powerful enough to do that—but Americans believed that it did, because 
China was not, like Africa, carved up into separate colonial possessions. The apparent 
success of the Open Door policy enhanced the prestige of Hay and the McKinley 
administration.  
 Resentment in China over foreign domination exploded in the Boxer Rebellion. The 
Boxers were a secret group, referred to by Westerners as the Society of the Righteous 
Harmonious Fists, or Boxers, who resented the strong influence of foreigners in China. In 
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1899, they made violent attacks on foreigners and, in 1900, besieged foreign embassies in 
Beijing. The Boxers were particularly hostile to Christian missionaries and their Chinese 
converts: they killed thousands of Christians and sacked their churches.  The Chinese 
government told western leaders that it was unable to control the Boxers, though it was 
secretly encouraging and supporting them.   

In the United States, Hay successfully encouraged McKinley to demonstrate U.S. 
interest in the region by dispatching American troops to China to assist in putting down the 
rebellion.  

In June 1900, foreign warships began gathering off Tianjin, a major seaport at the 
mouth of the River Hai. An allied force detached to Beijing was repulsed, but the Taku forts 
guarding the passage up river were taken by landing parties after heavy fighting. Crowds of 
Chinese in Beijing laid siege to the foreign legations there and killed the German minister.  

By August 4, the allied expeditionary force included 4,800 Russian, 3,000 British, 
2,500 U.S., and 800 French troops, with other detachments bringing the total to 18,700. 
Marching along the river and the rail lines, the force advanced on Beijing. Beijing fell to the 
invaders on August 14. European civilians who had holed up in the British Legation 
compound for eight weeks were rescued, as were the priests, nuns, and 3,000 Chinese 
converts who had sought refuge in the compound of Pei Tang, the Catholic cathedral. The 
allied forces then began punitive missions, and the Russians took the opportunity to occupy 
Manchuria. 

The Boxer Rebellion, from 1898 to 1901, was the climax of anti-foreign hostility in 
China. With the first and second open door notes, written by Secretary of State John Hay, 
the United States could effectively trade in China.  However, the policy was not the success 
that American businessmen thought it would be, and was abandoned in 1940. 
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